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Asesha Vignasamanam Aneekeswaram aasraye i
Srimatah Karunaambodhau Siksha srota ivofhthitam "    (5

I seek shelter under the Commander-in-chief of the armie
(of fhe Lord) who is also the destroyer of all obstacles. He is Iik<
a stream of instruction spurting out from the vast reservoir that i;

the Mercy of Sreeman (Lord of Lakshmi).

Tn the spiritual heirarchy of the Vaishnavites. Vishvaksenae
who is the Commander-in-Chief in Vaikunta of the forces of the
Lord is a Nitya or eternal, even like Garuda and Ananta. Bul
unlike them he has a place in the Gumparampara or line ofacharyas
next only to that of Lakshmi who in turn is next to that Primordial
Teacher, Sriman Narayana. So in this sloka Desika pays his respects
to him and in doing so refers very nicely to the threefold
greatness that is Vishvaksenaa's. First he is the queller of all obs-
tacles in the path of an aspirant. Next he is the chief of the Divine
army. And lastly he is the originator as it were of instruction or
teaching. The imparting of knowledge to another is called siksha.
That term has acquired a secondary meaning of < punishment"
which is intimately associated with that term now. Even the
secondary meaning is in Desika's mind. For not only is Vishva-
ksena the foremost of teachers but he is also a pedagogue with a
birch or cane in his hand. It is called ' vetra' and symbolises
punishment or chastisement.

The imparting of knowledge is an aspect of Daya or God's
Mercy. That has been very beautifully indicated here by suggest-
ing that the stream of siksha (teaching) takes its origin from the
big lake of Daya.

The Smarthas and Saivites look up to Vighneswara for re-
moving obstacles in the path of the observance of righteous and
religious ceremonies. Vighneswara will, taken strictly, mean the
Lord of obstacles.  It is only by inference thdt it must be
taken that he is one who protects us from obstacles by removing
them. Desika can be seen to refer here to Vishvaksena as being
Vigna-samana. At the same time his Eeswaratvam is also there.
He is Aneekeswara.